Sicily ✵ The Undiscovered Italy
Join TRIPS and travel with to Sicily! Prepare to be completely overwhelmed by this island that is so far removed from
‘traditional’ Italy that some think of it as it’s own island nation! From the bubbling capital of Palermo to the age-old
Roman and Greek ruins, the island is overflowing with treasures! You’ll find sun-drenched sand beaches and the everpresent, smoldering Mount Etna; tranquil farmland and lunar-like mountains; scented citrus orchards and a passion for
food and drink! In Sicily, you’ll find that nearly everything is better paired with a glass of almond wine, homemade pizza
or a steaming espresso! Paired with the locals’ irresistible zest and hospitality, you’re sure to have a memorable time here!
So join us for a spectacular time exploring and enjoying sunny Sicily!

Itinerary
Day 1 ~ Your Journey Begins!
You board your overnight flight for Italy. On arrival in Rome, you’ll transfer to your connecting flight to Sicily where you will be met by your
English speaking guide. You’ll be transferred to your hotel in Palermo where you’ll have time to freshen up and relax before enjoying a
welcome dinner in one of Palermo’s finest restaurants and enjoy your first taste of authentic Sicilian cuisine!
Overnight: Hotel in Palermo (D)
Day 2 ~ Quatro Canti!
After enjoying breakfast in your hotel, your day starts with a stroll through the historic center of Palermo ~ Quatro Canti, or Four Corners.
This is the heart of Palermo’s old historic district and is a delightful start to your tour. With fountains and Baroque sculptures, you’ll find the
Piazza to be magnificent indeed! You’ll pass by the immense 13th century Dominican church of Santa Caterina and the massive Cathedral
of Palermo. Next you’ll see the stunning Norman Palace and the mosaic icons of the Palatine Chapel. Your walking tour concludes with a
visit to the Monreale’s Cathedral with its spectacular mosaics! The remainder of the afternoon and evening are at your leisure. You might
choose to shop, further explore Palermo or perhaps visit the delightful Puppet Museum. This evening, you’ll enjoy dinner at a restaurant in the
heart of the city!
Overnight: Hotel in Palermo (B/D)
Day 3 ~ A Windmill and Salt Cave!
After breakfast at your hotel, you’ll depart on an excursion to the northwestern portion of the Island of Sicily. Your first stop will be at Erice,
one of the island’s most beautiful hill towns. Founded as a tribute to the goddess of love, Venus Erycina, the town has a reputation for
beautiful women! As you stroll through the narrow alleyways and along the ancient cobblestone streets, you’ll stop at the “Pasticceria Maria
Grammatico” for a delicious sample of traditional Sicilian pastries and marzipans! You’ll then make your way to Trapani, a thriving fishing
villages which maintains its century old traditions. You’ll visit the salt mines to see how this precious commodity is extracted from the sea and
marvel at the magnificent windmills! This evening, you’ll stop at a local ‘salt windmill’ restaurant for a traditional Sicilian meal of seafood,
couscous and spice! After dinner, you’ll return to you hotel.
Overnight: Hotel in Palermo (B/D)
Day 4 ~ Temples, Temples, Temples!
Following a leisurely breakfast at your hotel you’ll check out and depart for the southern side of the island. You’ll stop in the ancient Greek city
of Segesta for a guided tour through the lovely Doric temple that dates back to antiquity! Your tour continues to Agrigento, founded by
Greek Colonists in 581 BC! In addition to breathtaking views, this is the site of the island’s most significant archaeological find! After your
hotel check-in, your guide will lead you on a visit to the magnificent Valley of the Temples. Here you’ll find eight temples built between 510
BC and 430 BC among them the Temple of Hera and the Temple of Olympian Zeus. Later this evening, enjoy a relaxing dinner at the
hotel, followed by an awe-inspiring evening drive along the boulevard where you’ll view the temples illuminated in all their majestic glory!
Overnight: Hotel in Agrigento (B/D)
Day 5 ~ Mosaics Galore!
This morning, you’ll travel through the interior of Sicily en route to Piazza Armerina for a specially arranged tour of the famous Casale
Roman Villa. Throughout the villa, you’ll find dazzling mosaics on the floors portraying mythical figures, hunting scenes and scantily clad
maidens as well as portraits of the family that once lived there! After time for lunch on your own, continue on to the seaside resort of

Taormina which oﬀers an array of fine restaurants, shops and boutiques. You’ll check into your hotel and have ample time to relax and freshen
up, perhaps enjoying a stroll around the village. This evening, you’ll enjoy a wonderful dinner at one of Taormina’s alleyway restaurants
featuring the best in regional cuisine!
Overnight: Hotel in Taormina (B/D)
Day 6~ The First Greek Theater!
After breakfast in your hotel, you’ll set out on a walking tour of Taormina, highlighted by a visit to the famous “Greek Theater” constructed
in the 3rd Century BC. Oﬀering marvelous vistas across the sea, the “cavea” or tiered seating was arranged in such a way as to capture the bay
below, the rolling hills to the right and the daunting image of the volcano in the foreground! This afternoon, you’ll embark on an excursion up
Mount Etna! From the base, you’ll take a cable car to a landing near the summit sitting above the clouds and the tree line! You’ll have time
for an espresso or gelato before setting out on an incredible ride in a 4x4 vehicle across the lunar like surfaces in search of smoking
craters and warm lava rocks! After this exhilarating adventure, you’ll return to your hotel and this evening enjoy a delightful dinner at a
local restaurant. Then enjoy a relaxing stroll along Corso Umberto to the main square which oﬀers breathtaking panoramic vistas on a
Taormina starry night!
Overnight: Hotel in Taormina (B/D)
Day 7 ~ A Cave With an Ear!?
This morning you’ll venture to nearby Syracuse, where you’ll visit the ancient Greek site of Neapolis. Your expert guide will share the
history of the region which was a beacon of civilization for the Western world for over one thousand years! You’ll find the great Theater of
Syracuse and the enormous Altar of Hieron as well as the Ear of Dionysius, a cave with an ear-shaped entrance with unusual acoustics!
After your visit, return to the hotel with time to freshen up and relax a bit. Then, enjoy a festive farewell dinner at Zammara where you’ll
enjoy local seafood delights or Pasta alla Norma! And as a special treat, you’ll enjoy traditional Sicilian folklore music during your meal!
Overnight: Hotel in Taormina (B/D)
Day 8 ~ “Addiu” to Sicily!
After an early breakfast this morning, you’ll be assisted with your transfer to the airport for your flight to Rome and your connecting flight to
the US. Memories of your Sicilian Adventure are sure to last a lifetime! (B)
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Round-trip airport transfers
Round-trip International Airfare to Sicily (checked baggage fees are not included)
Private motor coach throughout the itinerary with an English speaking tour escort
Seven nights accommodations based on double occupancy with private bath at 4 star hotel
properties
Seven buﬀet breakfasts
Six dinners
Farewell dinner with entertainment in Taormina
English speaking escort during the entire tour (guide/driver gratuities are not included)
Guided tours of Palermo including Normanni Palace; Segesta as well as admission to archeological
park; Valley of Temples; Villa Romana del Casale; Syracuse and admission to the archeological park;
Taormina with admission to the Greek Theatre.
Sicilian Pastry tasting in Erice
Cable car excursion to Mount Etna and 4x4 tour
All admissions as indicated in the detailed itinerary
Porterage of 1 full size suitcase, per person

The taxes, fuel surcharges, and other fees imposed by airlines and cruise lines have been included in the cost of your tour as of printing. Any increases in these fees or baggage fees imposed by any air
carriers or cruise lines are the responsibility of the individual passenger. TRIPS makes arrangements with airlines, hotels and other independent parties to provide travel services you purchase. We do
not own or operate any of the accommodation, transport or other facilities used in connection with our programs. We therefore cannot accept liability for negligence of the staff of these
organizations. These parties are independent suppliers over whom we have no direct control. TRIPS is not liable in the event of any failure by any person or company to render any transportation,
accommodation or other travel service provided on tours, or for expenses incurred due to delays caused by weather, strikes, war, civil disturbances, natural disasters, flight delays, government actions,
mechanical failures or any acts of God. TRIPS cannot assume any responsibility for flight delays, cancellations or missed connections and is not liable for any expenses or consequences resulting
therefrom, and such expenses are to be borne by the traveler. Specific airline Conditions of Carriage will apply. These conditions are the subject of International Agreements and may limit or exclude
liability. The participant waives any claim against TRIPS for any damage to, or loss of, property or injury to, or death of, due to any act or negligence of any airlines, surface transportation companies,
hotels or any person rendering any of the services or accommodations included. TRIPS cannot be held responsible for any claims, losses, damages for delay of baggage or other properties,
inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, upset and disappointment, distress or frustrations, whether physical or mental, resulting from the act or omission of any party providing services. The participant
assumes and understands that all travel has inherent risk that may result in injury or death and that participation in activities, including but not limited to: driving, hiking, walking, touring, visiting
archaeological sites, walking on uneven surfaces, riding on rough roads, rafting, boating, riding in helicopters, on trains, boats, swimming, horseback and any other activities. The information
contained in this brochure and online has been compiled with all reasonable care, is accurate to the best of our knowledge and is given in good faith. All services are subject to the laws of the countries
in which services are rendered. Payment for any TRIPS tour shall constitute consent to all provisions in these Terms & Conditions and is binding on all travel participants.

CST # 2057913-10

